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Mosquits Facts B

- All mosquitoes need water in which to pass their
early life stages. Adult flying mosquitoes frequently rest in
grass, shrubbery, or other vegetation, but they never
develop there.

' ‘Different kinds of mosquitoes may be recognized by
the type of water in which they lay their eggs.

Only female mosquitoes bite. She needs a blood meal
to produce eggs. Male mosquitoes feed on plant juices.

Some species of mosquitoes will bite at any time of the
day, while others prefer to bite after sunset.

Mosquitoes are attracted to humans by the carbon
dioxide we breathe out, by other odors such as perfume,
hair spray, deodorant, etc., and by the color of our
clothing.

Most |mportantly, mosquutoes transmit diseases to
‘humans, their pets and theur livestock. The most
common diseases in the U.S. are the viral
Jencephahtldes such as Eastern Equme Encephalms,
St. Louis Encephalltls LaCrosse Encephalitis, West
“Nile Virus, etc,,_and Dog Heartworm. Worldwide,
rhosquito borne diseases are malaria, dengue, and
yellow fever. Infections happen only if the mosquito
bites an infected person, gets the disease |tself and
;then bites another person and gives him the disease.
 Mosquitoes do not transmit HIV\AIDS.

Mosquitoes lay their eggs in three types of water
environments.

1. Containers (a type of floodwater) where the mosquito
lays her eggs on the sides of the container. When the
container is filled with rainwater or other means of
watering, the eggs hatch. Most of these mosquitoes
stay within 100 feet of their breeding site.

2. Flood waters where the eggs are laid on moist soil that
is flooded by rising streams and rivers. The eggs hatch
when the area is flooded. Adult mosquitoes of this type
can fly great distances, as far as twenty miles.

3. Permanent waters such as ponds and lakes where the
eggs are laid directly on the water.

The eggs hatch into
larvae or wrigglers that go
through four stages in the
water.

~Larvae change into
pupae or tumblers.
Pupae also must develop

Mosquito Life Cycle

in water. Larvae
Adults emerge and seek or wrigglers
vegetation on which todry
out. Then, they feed and
mate. After mating, the
female then flies off in p
search of a blood meal. The - rupae
or tumblers

time it takes for a mosquito
to go from egg to adult can
be as short as 5 days in hot,
humid weather. The adult
female can live only a few
days or as long as a few
weeks, depending on the
temperature.

Protect Y tmr‘setlf

From 'M’lmgmitﬁes

Avoid mosquitoes. If you're going to be outdoors, pick
an open, sunny spot away from trees, bushes, or high grass
where mosquitoes might be hiding. Avoid going out
unprotected at night or on cool or overcast days.

Put a Barrier Between You
and the Mosquitoes

1. Screens: Ordinary window screens with 14 to 18 meshes
to the inch will keep out mosquitoes. Screens should be
kept in good repair.

2. Mosquito-proof clothing/bedding: Wear a
wide-brimmed hat, long-sleeved shirt and long pants
tucked into socks. Clothing of tightly woven fabrics
offers protection against mosquito bites. To protect
infants, use mosquito netting made of cotton or nylon
with 23 to 26 meshes per inch. White is the best, as
any mosquitoes can be seen easily and killed.

3. Make yourself less attractive to mosquitoes: Avoid
wearing perfume or scented products. Wear
light-colored clothing rather than dark when spending
time outdoors.

4. Use an insect repellent: Products containing
approximately 30% DEET have been shown to be very
effective. Do not apply to the hands of young children.
For children, apply products containing 15% or less of
DEET. Don’t apply repellents to the eyes, lips or other
mucus membranes, or on the skin that is cut, abraded or
has a rash.





